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GlossariesIrish

IRISH English

A

a,an,ant ............................................................................the
abha............................................................................... river
abhainn, abhann ........................................................... river
achadh ........................................................................... field
airidh ...................................................................hill pasture
ard ..................................................................... high, height
ardan................................................................... little height
ath .................................................................................. ford

B

bagh.................................................................................bay
baile, (pl.) bailte ................................. townland, settlement
bailin, baillin ......................................... diminutive of baile
ban................................................................................white
barr ................................................................................. top
beag..............................................................................small
beal .............................................................mouth, entrance
bealach ................................................................. way, path
beann............................................................peak, mountain
bearna, bearnas.....................................................gap, defile
bhaile......................................................................townland
bheal inse .........................................................island mouth
bhealigh................................................................. path, way
bior .........................................................................pin, peak
bogha................................................................. sunken rock
bolg ...................................................................bulge, belly
bothair ........................................................................... road
bothairin ................................................................ little road
buidhe.........................................................................yellow
bun ........................................................... foot, lowest reach

C

caiseal .............................................................................fort
camus ................................................................... bay, creek
caol.......................................................... narrow inlet, strait
carn...................................................................heap, mound
carraig ........................................................................... rock
cathair..............................................................................fort
ceann ............................................................................. head
ceann, cinn ....................................................head of the sea
ceathru......................................................."quarter", district
cill, (pl.) cealla ...................................................church, cell
cillin ....................................................... little cell or church
cladach .................................................................. flat beach
cloch.................................................... stone, stone building
clochan .................................... stepping stones, stone house
clochan ................................................stone, stone structure
clochar ...........................................................stone building
cloire .....................................................................whirlpool
cluain, (pl.) cluainte ............................................... meadow
cnoc................................................................................. hill
cnocan, cnuicn ........................................................ little hill
coill, (pl.) coillte ..........................................................wood

cora ................................................................................welr
creag, craig ....................................................................rock
croc, cnoc........................................................................ hill
crois .............................................................................cross
cruach ............................................. rick, rick-like mountain
cruachan............................................................ rick-like hill
cuan ........................................................................... harbor
cuas ................................................................ cavern, indent
cul ..................................................................... back, corner
currach .............................................a level, low-lying plain

D

da ....................................................................................two
daingean...............................................................stronghold
dearg ................................................................................red
deas .............................................................................. south
doimhin ........................................................................ deep
doire, daire ............................................ oak tree, oak wood
doirin ...............................................................little oak tree
domhnach...................................................................church
droichead ....................................................................bridge
druim.............................................................................ridge
dubh ............................................................................. black
dumhach.................................................................. sand hill
dun .................................................................................. fort

E

eaglais ........................................................................church
eanach ..........................................................marshy ground
eas ...........................................................................waterfall
eharraig ..........................................................................rock

F

fada ................................................................................long
faill ................................................................................ cliff
fhada ..............................................................................long
fiodh (pl.) feadha..........................................................wood
fionn ......................................................................fair, white
fraoch ............................................................. heather, heath

G

(g.) caiseal....................................................................... fort
gaineamh....................................................................... sand
gaoth ................................................................... inlet of sea
gaoth, (gen.) gaoith .......................................................wind
garbh ........................................................................... rough
glass ............................................................................green
gleann.......................................................................... valley
gleannan, gleatan .....................................glen, small valley
gob ................................................... bill, beak, promontory
gorm...............................................................................blue

I

iar ................................................................................. west
imleach....................................land bordering lake or marsh
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inbhear ...................................................................... estuary
inis .............................................................................. island
inis, inse ...................................................................... island
iochtair .........................................................................lower

L

leacan .......................................................... stony hill slope
leath, leith ...................................................................... half
leathan ..........................................................................wide
lianan ............................................................. shallow, shoal
liath ................................................................................grey
linn ................................................................................ pool
loch................................................................................. lake

M

machaire........................................................................plain
magh.....................................................................open plain
mainistir ...............................................................monastery
mhuilinn ......................................................................... mill
mionan, min, ........................................... smooth green spot
moal, maolean................................................. brow (of hill)
moin, (g.) mona ..............................................................bog
mor ........................................................................ big, great
muileann ........................................................................ mill
muine ........................................................................thicket
mullach..........................................................summit, crown

N

nua.................................................................................. new

O

oilean........................................................................... island
oir ................................................................................... east

IRISH English

P

poll .................................................................................hole
port ............................................................................... bank

Rraith...........................................................................ringfort
riasc.............................................................................marsh
rinn.................................................................point (of land)
ron...................................................................................seal
ros ................................................................................point
ruadh ................................................................................red

S

scealp ........................................................cliff or large rock
sceir, sceiri ........................................... rock or rocks in sea
scor........................................................ reef or shelf or rock
sliagh......................................................................mountain

T

teach, tigh, tighe (gen. sing.) ....... house, monastery, church
teampall .....................................................................church
tiobra, tiobraid ...............................................................well
tir................................................................country, territory
tobar ..............................................................................well
traigh........................................................................... strand
tuaisceart ..................................................................... north
tulach .................................................................. a small hill

U

uaigh ...................................................................cave, grave
ur.......................................................................... new, fresh
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Welsh

WELSH English

A

aber.....................................................................river-mouth
afon .............................................................................. river

B

bach, bychan, feminine fach, fechan............................. little
braich ............................................................................. arm

C

careg, carreg, (pl.) cerrig........................... rock(s), stones(s)
carn, garn ......................................................................calrn
carnck.................................................................. rock, stone
cefn .............................................................................. rldge
clwt, (pl.) clytiau....................................... patch(es) of rock
craig ...............................................................................crag

D

dau, fcmine dwy..............................................................two
dinas ........................................................................ hill-fort
du, feminine ddu ..........................................................black
dyffryn................................................................ wide valley
gwyn, wyn, feminine gwen, wen ................................white
isaf.............................................................................. lowest

L

llan .........................................................churchyard, church
llech.........................................................flagstone, flat rock
llyn, (pl.) llynnau or lynnoedd ...................................lake(s)

M

maen...............................................................................rock
mawr, feminine fawr.....................................................great
moel, foel .................................................................bare hill
morita..........................................................................marsh
mynydd, (pl.) mynyddau or mynyddoedd ........ mountain(s)

P

pen ................................................................................ head
penrhyn ....................................................promontory, cape
pont, bont ...................................................................bridge
porth, borth ................................................................... port
pwll ................................................................................pool

R

rhyn........................................................................ headland

Ssarn........................................................................ causeway

T

traeth .......................................................................... beach
trwyn................................................................... nose, point

U

uchaf ......................................................................... highest

Y

ynys, (pl.) ynysoedd................................................ island(s)
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